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SUPPORTING STATEMENT 
SOUTHEAST REGION LOGBOOK FAMILY OF FORMS 

OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0016 
  
 
A.  JUSTIFICATION 
 
1.  Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary. 
 
The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) has been delegated the authority and 
responsibility for stewardship of the living marine resources for the Nation.  This authority was 
first granted in the Fishery Conservation and Management Act (FCMA) of 1976 and 
reauthorized in 1996.  Under this authority, the Secretary of Commerce, and his designee the 
NMFS, has promulgated separate rules that require specific types of record keeping and data 
submissions.  These data collection/submission regulations are intended to provide reliable and 
accurate information from the fishing industry and communities that support scientifically viable 
management actions to achieve the stewardship responsibilities.  The reporting and record 
keeping requirements for the Southeast Region Logbook Family of Forms (0648-0016) are 
authorized in 50 CFR 622.5, Fisheries of the Caribbean, Gulf of Mexico and south Atlantic.  The 
authority for south Atlantic snapper-grouper, Gulf of Mexico reef fish, and king/Spanish 
mackerel is in section 622.5(a) [see Attachment 1].  
 
The Southeast Region Logbook Family of Forms includes an economic data collection from 
commercial fishermen in the Atlantic snapper-grouper and mackerel fisheries.  There are two 
parts to this data collection.  One part requests information about dockside prices and operating 
costs on logbook trip reports for individual fishing trips, and the second part requests information 
about fixed costs on an annual basis.  Data are used in analyses of the economic effects of 
proposed regulations on commercial fishermen in the Atlantic snapper-grouper and mackerel 
fisheries.  Economic analyses of proposed regulations are required by Executive Order 12866 
[see Attachment 2]. 
 
The purpose of this request for OMB review is to: (a) modify the existing economic data 
collection for the Atlantic snapper-grouper and mackerel fisheries; and (b) extend the data 
collection to include the commercial reef fish and mackerel fisheries in the Gulf of Mexico. 
 
(a) Modify the existing economic data collection for the Atlantic snapper-grouper and mackerel 
fisheries: 
 
Trip costs, such as fuel, bait, ice, other supplies, and labor costs, will be combined with 
information about fishing effort, landings and revenues per trip to estimate the economic effects 
of regulation on the profitability of different kinds of trips, and the likelihood that fishermen will 
either continue to fish as before or change their fishing strategies (i.e., change target species, 
gear, location, etc.) in response to proposed regulation.  
 
Data about dockside prices and trip costs are collected on the existing logbook trip reporting 
form (see Appendix A).  We wish to modify this format to remove the request for dockside 
prices, and to add a question to request total trip revenues. 
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Dockside prices were originally requested to calculate trip revenues and to provide information 
with which to study variation in prices due to market size and seasonality, among other things.  
However, these objectives have not been met because there is insufficient space on the form to 
pre-print market size categories for every species.  Fishermen try to be helpful by reporting 
prices such as 1.75/1.50/1.10 for large, medium and small, but we do not know how many 
pounds were landed in each market category, and therefore, we do not get an accurate accounting 
of total trip revenues when this happens.  Our proposed solution is to ask directly for total trip 
revenues, remove the request for dockside prices, and seek alternative methods of obtaining and 
studying price data by market size. 
 
The collection of annual economic data has just begun.  Over time, these data will be used to 
examine trends in the overall profitability of fishing, and will provide information with which to 
create input-output models of the contributions of commercial fisheries to regional economic 
activity and incomes. 
 
Data about annual fixed costs and revenues are collected with a separate form mailed annually.  
We wish to modify this form to add several questions about annual expenditures for trip-related 
expenses.  Although the logbook trip reporting form requests trip costs, many boats participate in 
fisheries for which logbook reports are not required.  Hence, the sum of reported trip costs from 
logbooks submitted by these boats provides an incomplete accounting of their total trip-related 
expenses, which leads to an underestimation of total annual costs of operating these boats and 
overestimation of annual profitability.  Our proposed solution is to add several questions to 
request total annual expenditures for trip expenses.  The existing annual form appears in 
Appendix B, and the proposed revised form appears in Appendix C. 
 
 (b) Extend the data collection to include the commercial reef fish and mackerel fisheries in the 
Gulf of Mexico: 
 
Economic data are needed to evaluate the likely economic effects of regulation for the 
commercial reef fish and mackerel fisheries in the Gulf of Mexico.  The most recent data for 
these fisheries were collected in 1994 about fishing activities, revenues and costs during 1993.1   
These data are 11 years old and outdated, and our proposed solution is to extend the snapper-
grouper method of collecting data to include fishermen in the Gulf of Mexico. 
 
The commercial reef fish and mackerel fisheries in the Gulf of Mexico consist of many of the 
same species that support the Atlantic snapper-grouper and mackerel fisheries, and are faced 
with many of the same management problems.  Commercial and recreational fishermen harvest 
reef fishes throughout the region, and fishing pressure by both sectors has increased since the late 
1970s due to larger human populations in coastal areas, greater demands for fishery products and 
recreational fishing opportunities, and cost-saving technological innovations in fishing 
techniques and equipment, especially the advent of inexpensive fish finders and navigational aids 
which are now widely used by both groups. 
                                                 
    1 Waters, James R.  1996.  An economic survey of commercial reef fish vessels in the U.S. Gulf of Mexico.  
Unpublished report.  National Marine Fisheries Service, 101 Pivers Island Road, Beaufort, NC 28516. 
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Reef fishes are particularly vulnerable to overfishing because of their life history characteristics 
that include sedentary behavior on reef habitats, long lives, slow growth, low natural mortality, 
large body size, delayed reproduction, and sex reversal for some species.2   Therefore, the Gulf 
of Mexico Fishery Management Council has regulated various aspects of the reef fish fisheries 
through its fishery management plan and amendments for the reef fish fishery as a means of 
rebuilding depleted fish populations. 
 
The mackerel fisheries consist primarily of the king mackerel (Scomberomorus cavalla) and 
Spanish mackerel (S. Maculatus) fisheries.  Both species are pelagic and migratory, with their 
availability in particular locations being seasonal and depending on factors such as water 
temperature and food supply.  In contrast to species in the Atlantic snapper-grouper and Gulf reef 
fish complexes, mackerels are fast-growing and short-lived, and hence are less vulnerable to 
overfishing.  Nevertheless, king and Spanish mackerel are heavily exploited and managed as part 
of the coastal migratory pelagic resource with a fishery management plan developed jointly with 
the South Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Councils.  King mackerel represent 
an important alternative species for fishermen in the Atlantic snapper-grouper and Gulf reef fish 
fisheries. 
 
2.  Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be 
used.  If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support 
information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection 
complies with all applicable Information Quality Guidelines.  
 
Information to be acquired with this data collection will be used primarily by NMFS and Council 
economists to estimate the likely economic effects of proposed regulations in the Atlantic 
snapper-grouper and mackerel fisheries, and in the Gulf of Mexico reef fish and mackerel 
fisheries.  Because regulatory activity appears to be increasing rather than decreasing, especially 
for the Atlantic snapper-grouper and Gulf reef fish fisheries, we expect these data to be used 
frequently.   
 
Analyses based on these data will be made available to the public in support of the fishery 
management process. Trip-level data will be used to estimate the economic effects of regulation 
on the profitability of different kinds of trips, and the likelihood that fishermen will either 
continue to fish as before or change their fishing strategies in response to proposed regulation.  
Annual data will be used to establish and examine trends in the overall profitability of fishing 
and as input to regional economic models to estimate the effects of regulation on regional 
economic activity. 
 
The NMFS, and in particular the Southeast Fisheries Science Center, will retain control over the 
information and will safeguard it from improper access, modification and destruction consistent 
with NOAA standards for confidentiality, privacy and electronic information.  See Section A, 
response #10 of this Supporting Statement for more information regarding confidentiality and 
privacy.  Data and analyses based on this data collection will comply with agency guidelines to 

                                                 

    2 Southeast Fisheries Science Center.  1992.  Status of Fishery Resources off the Southeastern United States for 
1992.  NOAA Technical Memorandum NMFS-SEFSC-326, 89p. 
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assure the quality, utility and integrity of information that will be disseminated to the public or 
that will support information that will be disseminated to the public.  Prior to dissemination, the 
information will be subjected to quality control measures and a pre-dissemination review 
pursuant to Section 515 of the Public Law 106-554. 
 
3.  Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of 
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms of 
information technology. 
 
No electronic reporting technology is currently used to collect economic data.  Trip-level data 
are collected in conjunction with existing paper logbook reports.  Commercial fishermen with 
federal permits in the Atlantic snapper-grouper and mackerel fisheries and the Gulf of Mexico 
reef fish and mackerel fisheries are required to submit logbook sheets within seven days after the 
completion of each trip to report pounds landed per trip by species, type and amount of gear 
used, area fished, dates of trip and port where the catch was landed.  Questions about trip costs 
were appended to the bottom of the existing logbook sheets. 
 
Data about annual costs are collected with a separate form mailed annually in the spring of the 
following calendar year so that fishermen can use their accounting records organized during the 
preparation of their income tax returns.  The Southeast Fisheries Science Center is developing 
internet-based software to provide fishermen with the option of reporting annual data with paper 
or via the internet.  However, software development is only just beginning.  Actual electronic 
reporting of annual data will not be implemented until the software is developed and thoroughly 
tested to insure the security, privacy and integrity of data collected in this manner. 
 
4.  Describe efforts to identify duplication. 
 
Several programs were identified that either collect different kinds of data from the same 
population of respondents or that collect similar data from a population that could include some 
potential respondents for this data collection. 
 
First, as already noted, commercial fishermen in the Atlantic snapper-grouper and mackerel 
fisheries and Gulf of Mexico reef fish and mackerel fisheries are already required to submit trip 
(logbook) reports of their catches by species, type and amount of gear used, area fished, and date 
and location of each trip (OMB control number 0648-0016, expiration December 31, 2006).  The 
economic project collects additional (i.e., economic) data from a sample to be selected from the 
same population of respondents and consolidates the economic data collection with the existing 
logbook reporting system. 
 
Second, in conjunction with logbook reporting requirements, a sample of fishermen with 
snapper-grouper, reef fish and mackerel permits is required to report information about their 
discards of managed species.  These fishermen are removed from the potential sampling universe 
for the economic data collection to minimize their overall reporting burden. 
 
Third, there is a similar economic data collection from commercial fishermen in the highly 
migratory species (HMS) fishery.  Fishermen who are required to report economic data under 
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this program are removed from our potential sampling universe to minimize their overall 
reporting burden and to avoid duplication of reporting requirements. 
 
5.  If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe 
the methods used to minimize burden.  
 
Commercial snapper-grouper, mackerel and reef fish boats are small businesses as defined by the 
Small Business Administration. 
 
This data collection minimizes reporting burden by requesting that a sample of boats with 
permits provide economic information.  Boats not selected in the sample will not be required to 
report economic information.  However, all boats with permits will continue to report pounds 
landed per trip by species, type and amount of gear used, area fished, dates of trip and port where 
the catch was landed (OMB control number 0648-0016, expiration December 31, 2006).  
 
6.  Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is 
not conducted or is conducted less frequently.  
 
The economic data collection requests information about trip costs and revenues, and annual 
costs and revenues with which to analyze proposed fishery regulations.  If these data were 
collected less frequently or not at all, then economists would be less able to estimate the effects 
of regulation on financial performance or fishermen's expected reactions to additional 
regulations.  Proposed regulations for the Atlantic snapper-grouper and mackerel fisheries and 
Gulf of Mexico reef fish and mackerel fisheries would continue to be debated with limited 
economic information. 
 
Another consequence of not having representative or sufficient economic data could be judicial 
remand of conservation regulations challenged on grounds of inadequate analysis of economic 
impact to individual firms.  While we cannot prove that the existence of economic data would 
alter regulation in the Atlantic or Gulf of Mexico fisheries, it is our belief that this information 
will lead to a better understanding of the economic effects of proposed management and will 
enable fishery managers to make better-informed decisions among regulatory alternatives. 
 
7.  Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a 
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines.  
 
Logbook data are collected for individual trips rather than for a quarterly aggregation of trips, as 
established in OMB guidelines.  A separate data collection to request quarterly economic data 
about trip costs could be established.  However, the most convenient and cost-effective way to 
implement this program is to consolidate the collection of trip costs with the existing logbook 
data collection program. 
 
In addition, trip-level data are more appropriate for regulatory analyses than quarterly data.  
Regulation reduces the profitability of individual fishing trips.   Some trips would remain 
profitable despite lower net operating revenues.  Other trips would become unprofitable and 
would not be taken.  Trip costs are combined with other data, such as information about fishing 
effort, landings and revenues per trip, collected on logbook trip reports to estimate the economic 
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effects of regulation on the profitability of different kinds of trips, and the likelihood that 
fishermen will either continue to fish as before or change their fishing strategies (i.e., change 
target species, gear, location, etc.) in response to proposed regulation.  
 
8.  Provide a copy of the PRA Federal Register notice that solicited public comments on the 
information collection prior to this submission.  Summarize the public comments received 
in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response to those 
comments.  Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to obtain their 
views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of instructions and 
recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data elements to be 
recorded, disclosed, or reported. 
 
A notice was published in the Federal Register on May 3, 2004 (69 Federal Register 24133) in 
which the public was invited to comment on our proposal to collect economic data from 
commercial reef fish and mackerel fishermen in the Gulf of Mexico [see Attachment 3 and text 
below].  No comments were received.  
 
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. 
[I.D. 042403C] 
Proposed Information Collection; Comment Request; Gulf of Mexico Reef Fish and Coastal Pelagics 
Economic Data Collection. 
AGENCY: National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). 
ACTION: Notice. 
SUMMARY: The Department of Commerce, as part of its continuing effort to reduce paperwork and respondent 
burden, invites the general public and other Federal agencies to take this opportunity to comment on proposed and/or 
continuing information collections, as required by the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, Public Law 104–13 (44 
U.S.C. 3506(c)(2)(A)). 
DATES: Written comments must be submitted on or before June 30, 2003. 
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments to Diana Hynek, Departmental Paperwork Clearance Officer, Department of 
Commerce, Room 6625, 14th and Constitution Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20230 (or via the Internet at 
dHynek@doc.gov). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or copies of the information collection instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Jim Waters, Department of Commerce, NOAA, National Marine Fisheries Service, 101 Pivers Island 
Road, Beaufort, NC 28516–9722, (252– 728–8710). 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 
I. Abstract 
The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) proposes to collect information about vessel expenses and earnings 
in the Gulf of Mexico reef fish and coastal pelagic (mackerel) fisheries with which to conduct economic analyses that 
will improve fishery management in those fisheries; will satisfy NMFS’ legal mandates under Executive Order 12866, 
the Magnuson-Steven Fishery Conservation and Management Act (U.S.C. 1801 et seq.), the Regulatory Flexibility 
Act, the Endangered Species Act, and the National Environmental Policy Act; and will quantify achievement of the 
performances measures in the NMFS Strategic Operating Plans. These data will be collected in conjunction with 
catch and effort data already being collected in this fishery as part of its logbook program, and will be used to assess 
how fishermen will be impacted by and respond to regulations likely to be considered by fishery managers. 
II. Method of Collection 
Owners of selected vessels with Federal commercial permits in the Gulf of Mexico reef fish and coastal pelagics 
fisheries will be required to report information about trip costs, input usage, input prices, and dockside prices 
as part of the logbook reporting requirements in this fishery. In addition, these vessel owners will be required to 
complete and submit by mail a separate form about annual fixed cost information such as expenditures for 
repair and maintenance, gear purchase and repair, fishing licenses and permits, insurance, dock fees, repayment on 
boat and business loans, office expenses, etc. 
III. Data 
OMB Number: 0648–0016. 
Form Number: None. 
Type of Review: Regular submission. 
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Affected Public: Business and other for-profit organizations. 
Estimated Number of Respondents:350. 
Estimated Time Per Response: 10 minutes per trip report, and 30 minutes for an annual fixed-cost survey. 
Estimated Total Annual Burden Hours: 1,400. 
Estimated Total Annual Cost to Public: $0. 
IV. Request for Comments 
Comments are invited on: (a) whether the proposed collection of information is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including whether the information shall have practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden (including hours and cost) of the proposed collection of information; (c) ways to 
enhance the quality, utility, and clarity of the information to be collected; and (d) ways to minimize the burden of the 
collection of information on respondents, including through the use of automated collection techniques or other forms 
of information technology. Comments submitted in response to this notice will be summarized and/or included in the 
request for OMB approval of this information collection; they also will become a matter of public record. 
Dated: April 22, 2003. 
Gwellnar Banks,  
Management Analyst, Office of the Chief Information Officer. 
[FR Doc. 03–10676 Filed 4–29–03; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3510–22–S 
 
The collection of trip cost information began in 2002 for the Atlantic snapper-grouper and 
mackerel fisheries, and several questions have been reworded to clarify the intent of our requests.  
We expect the experience gained with the Atlantic data collection will result in a smoother 
transition when the data collection is expanded to include the Gulf of Mexico reef fish and 
mackerel fisheries. 
 
During May and June, 2003, twelve focus group meetings were held with commercial reef fish 
and mackerel fishermen operating in the Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council’s area of 
jurisdiction. These meetings were held to explain the need for economic data, to discuss our 
proposed method for collecting economic data and to obtain fishermen’s input regarding the data 
collection program.  Several useful suggestions were offered by fishermen, including a 
suggestion to remove dockside prices from the logbook form because prices are reported on trip 
tickets collected by the States of Florida, Louisiana and Alabama. 
  
The focus group meetings were poorly attended, and a second set of meetings is planned for the 
summer of 2004. 
  
9.  Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than 
remuneration of contractors or grantees. 
 
No payments or gifts will be provided to respondents. 
 
10.  Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for 
assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy. 
 
This survey will request information about trip-level costs and revenues and annual costs and 
revenues for commercial fishermen in the Atlantic snapper-grouper and mackerel fisheries and 
the Gulf of Mexico reef fish and mackerel fisheries.  This information is commonly considered 
to be private and will be treated as confidential in accordance with NOAA Administrative Order 
216-100, Confidential Fisheries Statistics.  It is Agency policy not to release confidential data, 
other than in aggregate form, as the Magnuson-Stevens Act protects the confidentiality of those 
submitting data.  Whenever data are requested, the Agency ensures that information identifying 
the pecuniary business activity of a particular individual is not identified.  Only group averages 



 

8 

or group totals will be presented in any reports, publications, or oral presentations of the study's 
results. 
 
11.  Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual 
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered 
private. 
 
No questions will be asked about sexual behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, or other similar 
matters of a personal and sensitive nature. 
 
12.  Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information. 
 
We request an additional 1342 burden hours to extend the data collection to include commercial 
reef fish and mackerel fishermen in the Gulf of Mexico.  No additional burden hours are 
requested for the Atlantic fisheries.  
 
Gulf of Mexico Fisheries Trip Form Annual Form Total 
Number of Respondents 350 350 350 
Responses per Respondent 20 1 21 
Total Responses 7000 350 7350 
Additional Time per 
Response (hours) 

0.1667 0.5  

Additional Burden Hours 1167 175 1342 
 
Preliminary data indicate that fishermen on 1,477 boats landed at ports in Gulf states in 2002 and 
submitted 26,656 trip reports to the logbook program, for an overall average of about 18 trips per 
boat.  However, to minimize the risk of underestimating actual burden hours on the fishery, the 
calculation of total burden hours for completing the trip reporting form is based on an average of 
20 responses (trips) per respondent for trip costs plus 1 response per respondent for annual costs.  
(The calculation of total burden hours in the FR notice was based on an average of 21 trips per 
respondent.) 
 
We propose to sample 350 boats to minimize overall reporting burden to the entire fishery.  The 
final sampling universe will be based on more current data when they become available. 
 
We propose to add questions about trip costs to the logbook trip reporting form in the Gulf of 
Mexico.  Among questions about trip costs, two require the checking of boxes to indicate a YES 
or NO response.  Other questions ask for: total trip revenues, gallons of fuel used, price per 
gallon and total fuel cost; quantity of bait used (in units of pounds or box count) and total cost 
for bait; pounds of ice used and total cost for ice; other trip costs; and payments for labor 
expense to captain and crew.  It is anticipated that the additional time required by fishermen to 
complete these questions is less than 10 minutes (0.1667 hours) because all of these pieces of 
information should be available on the trip settlement sheets received by fishermen from their 
buyers (fish houses), and hence can be transcribed to the logbook trip reporting form.  Fishermen 
are already required to submit logbook sheets to report information about landings and fishing 
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effort.  Therefore, the collection of information about trip costs will increase the amount of time 
required to complete each logbook sheet, but will not increase the number of respondents or the 
number of responses per respondent. 
 
We propose to collect information annually about costs and revenues.  Fishermen will be 
required to submit the annual form in the spring of the following calendar year so that they can 
use their accounting records as organized during the preparation of their income tax returns.  Our 
estimated time of 30 minutes (0.5 hours) to complete the annual form was based on the premise 
that fishermen would already have organized their expenses for end-of-year tax purposes, and 
that we had worked with Atlantic fishermen in focus group meetings prior to implementation of 
the Atlantic data collection to try as much as possible to structure our questions to correspond 
with useful expense categories. The form to collect annual costs and revenues is new for the Gulf 
of Mexico.  Therefore, an additional response per respondent will be required to collect annual 
economic information.  The number of respondents does not increase because fishermen are 
already required to report to the logbook program. 
 
13.  Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in #12 
above). 
 
No specialized equipment is required to complete the logbook or annual data collection forms.  
Hence, there are no capital, start-up, maintenance or operations costs required to complete the 
forms, other than the reporting burden described in response Section A, response #12. 
 
Fishermen will be provided postage-paid and addressed envelopes in which to return their 
responses. 
 
14.  Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government. 
 
The cost to the Federal government of collecting economic data is expected to be approximately 
$25,000 per year for the Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico economic data collections.  Costs include 
printing and mailing of forms, labor for processing of forms, data entry, quality control, and 
supervision.  A large fraction of program costs will be incurred to hire a one-half time statistical 
assistant to supplement the existing logbook staff with the duties of processing and quality 
control. The NMFS has allocated supplemental funding for these costs as part of an agency 
initiative to improve economic data collection. 
 
In addition, approximately $19,300 has been allocated for the development of an internet-based 
method of reporting annual data.  
 
15.  Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments reported in Items 13 or 
14 of the OMB 83-I. 
 
We request an additional 1342 burden hours to extend the economic data collection to include 
commercial reef fish and mackerel fishermen in the Gulf of Mexico, as outlined in Section A, 
responses #1 and #12 in this Supporting Statement.  No additional burden hours are requested for 
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the Atlantic fisheries.    
 
16.  For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and 
publication. 
 
The results from the proposed data collection are not planned for statistical publication.  Data 
will be used as empirical input in descriptions of current economic performance in the 
commercial snapper-grouper, reef fish and mackerel fisheries, and in evaluations of proposed 
regulations in the fisheries.  Descriptive and analytical reports will include summaries of data 
and will not release or reveal confidential information. 
 
17.  If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the 
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate. 
 
The OMB control number and expiration date will be displayed. 
 
18.  Explain each exception to the certification statement identified in Item 19 of the  
OMB 83-I. 
 
There are no exceptions to the certification statement. 
 
 
B.  COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS 
 
(If your collection does not employ statistical methods, just say that and delete the following five 
questions from the format.) 
 
1.  Describe (including a numerical estimate) the potential respondent universe and any 
sampling or other respondent selection method to be used. Data on the number of entities 
(e.g. establishments, State and local governmental units, households, or persons) in the 
universe and the corresponding sample are to be provided in tabular form. The tabulation 
must also include expected response rates for the collection as a whole. If the collection has 
been conducted before, provide the actual response rate achieved. 
 
A preliminary potential respondent universe was determined from logbook reports submitted to 
the NMFS during 2002.  The final respondent universe will be determined from up-to-date 
permits and logbook data just prior to the mailing of logbooks in late 2004.  Differences can 
occur between the preliminary and final universes because boats may leave the fishery and others 
may enter the fishery. 
  
There were 1,477 boats that reported having landed at least one fishing trip at ports in the Gulf of 
Mexico, including the Florida Keys, during 2002.  Boats were classified by county of landing 
and primary gear fished as determined by a plurality of each boat’s annual landings (Table 1).  
About 84% of boats (1250) landed in Florida, 3% (40) in Alabama and Mississippi combined, 
8% (118) in Louisiana and 5% (69) in Texas.  The dominant gears used in the fishery were 
vertical lines and bottom longlines.  Boats with vertical lines accounted for 75% of the boats in 
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the fishery (Table 1) and 58% of the catch (Table 2) reported to the NMFS.  Boats with bottom 
longlines accounted for 11% of the boats in the fishery (Table 1) and 31% of the catch (Table 2). 
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Table 1.  Numbers of boats that reported fishing trips to the SEFSC logbook program in 
2002, by main gear type and area of landing. (Source: NMFS logbook data files as of 
September 25, 2003.) 
 

AREA VERTI-
CAL 

LINES 

TROL-
LING 
LINES 

LONG-
LINES 

NETS TRAPS 
/POTS 

DIVING OTHER 
GEARS 

TOTAL 

Monroe County, 
FL 

415 38 13 10 4 19 7 506 

Collier-Charlotte 
Counties, FL 

38 4 6 1 11 1 0 61 

Sarasota-Levy 
Counties, FL 

223 2 84 11 23 12 2 357 

Dixie-Franklin 
Counties, FL 

123 0 8 0 15 0 1 147 

Gulf-Escambia 
Counties, FL 

131 16 27 0 1 0 4 179 

Alabama & 
Mississippi 

33 2 5 0 0 0 0 40 

St. Tammany-St. 
Mary Parishes, 
LA 

51 29 11 0 0 2 0 93 

Iberia-Cameron 
Parishes, LA 

23 0 2 0 0 0 0 25 

Jefferson-
Matagorda 
Counties, TX 

52 0 2 0 0 0 0 54 

Calhoun-Cameron 
Counties, TX 

12 0 3 0 0 0 0 15 

TOTAL 1101 91 161 22 54 34 14 1,477 

 
Table 2. Thousands of pounds of all species reported to the SEFSC logbook program in 
2002, by main gear type and area of landing.  (Source: NMFS logbook data files as of 
September 25, 2003.) 
  

AREA VERTI-
CAL 

LINES 

TROL-
LING 
LINES 

LONG-
LINES 

NETS TRAPS 
/POTS 

DIVING OTHER 
GEARS 

TOTAL 

Monroe County, FL 2389 186 389 219 87 80 90 3440 
Collier-Charlotte 
Counties, FL 

420 50 225 10 322 2 0 1029 

Sarasota-Levy 
Counties, FL 

2179 8 4670 65 568 84 6 7580 
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AREA VERTI-
CAL 

LINES 

TROL-
LING 
LINES 

LONG-
LINES 

NETS TRAPS 
/POTS 

DIVING OTHER 
GEARS 

TOTAL 

Dixie-Franklin 
Counties, FL 

1175 0 371 0 466 0 10 2022 

Gulf-Escambia 
Counties, FL 

2960 47 1301 0 2 0 8 4318 

Alabama & 
Mississippi 

341 37 185 0 0 0 0 563 

St. Tammany-St. 
Mary Parishes, LA 

1939 448 504 0 0 13 0 2904 

Iberia-Cameron 
Parishes, LA 

2022 0 183 0 0 0 0 2205 

Jefferson-
Matagorda 
Counties, TX 

1693 0 170 0 0 0 0 1863 

Calhoun-Cameron 
Counties, TX 

72 0 243 0 0 0 0 315 

TOTAL 15190 776 8241 294 1445 179 114 26239 
 
The method of sampling will be random, with sample sizes proportional to stratum size.  Strata 
are defined as gear and area to generate the most useful information for analyses of potential 
future regulatory proposals. 
 
The sampling universe will be stratified by gear because the economic characteristics associated 
with the use of each kind of gear differ.  Different kinds of fishing gear have different revenue 
and cost structures due to their specialized equipment and methods of fishing.  Therefore, 
different gear types usually entail different variable costs of harvesting and different repair and 
replacement costs for equipment.  Also, different gears influence the species composition of the 
catch and, hence, its revenue.  If a simple random sample was drawn without stratification by 
gear, then less commonly used gears would be sampled infrequently or not at all.  Nevertheless, 
boats with diving gear and nets will be combined with the other gear category because of small 
respondent universes. 
 
Stratification by gear is needed for regulatory as well as economic reasons.  Regulations 
frequently limit or restrict the uses of particular kinds of gear to manage externalities created by 
the use of particular gears, such as the destruction of marine habitat caused by physical contact 
with the gear, the incidental bycatch and destruction of other overfished or endangered species, 
or the conflicting interactions among users of different kinds of gear as a result of competition 
for space on the fishing grounds.  Also, regulations result from competition for limited access to 
or larger allocations of overfished species as politically dominant users of the major kinds of 
fishing gear attempt to exclude or marginalize participation in the fishery by users of less 
common or especially efficient kinds of gear.  Hence, information is needed by gear type, even 
for the less frequently used gears. 
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The sampling universe also will be stratified by area to insure that information is collected from 
all areas in the Gulf of Mexico.  Although fishing gears and techniques are similar throughout 
the Gulf, species composition and catch rates vary geographically within the Gulf of Mexico.  
Therefore, the costs of regulation directed toward the catch of particular species may not be 
incurred uniformly throughout the Gulf.  
 
Participation in the data collection program will be mandatory for selected boat owners.  
However, response may be less than 100% if some fishermen decide to leave the reef fish or 
mackerel fisheries.  Reasons for leaving the fishery could include illness, extended major repairs 
to engines or hull, a boat that may have sunk, a switch to another fishery, or a decision to leave 
the commercial fishing industry entirely.  Turnover in the fishery is not great. 
 
A stratified random sampling strategy insures that fishermen from all strata will be selected to 
submit economic information, although it may require several years of data collections before a 
lot of information would be gathered from strata with small numbers of fishermen.  Until then, 
data from areas with smaller sample sizes would be combined when necessary to analyze 
differences in economic performance among gear types. 
 
A preliminary sampling design with 347 respondents is presented in Table 3.  A final sample 
selection will be based on updated data, and will contain no more than 350 selected boats, as 
outlined in Section A, response #12. 
 
Table 3.  Preliminary sample sizes, by gear and area.  
 

AREA VERTICAL 
LINES 

TROLLING 
LINES 

LONGLINES TRAPS 
/POTS 

OTHER 
GEARS 

TOTAL 

Monroe County, FL 98 9 3 1 9 120 

Collier-Charlotte 
Counties, FL 

9 1 1 3 0 14 

Sarasota-Levy 
Counties, FL 

53 0 20 5 6 84 

Dixie-Franklin 
Counties, FL 

29 0 2 4 0 35 

Gulf-Escambia 
Counties, FL 

31 4 6 2 1 42 

Alabama & 
Mississippi 

8 0 1 0 0 9 

St. Tammany-St. 
Mary Parishes, LA 

12 7 3 0 0 22 

Iberia-Cameron 
Parishes, LA 

5 0 0 0 0 5 

Jefferson-
Matagorda 
Counties, TX 

12 0 0 0 0 12 
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AREA VERTICAL 
LINES 

TROLLING 
LINES 

LONGLINES TRAPS 
/POTS 

OTHER 
GEARS 

TOTAL 

Calhoun-Cameron 
Counties, TX 

3 0 1 0 0 4 

TOTAL 260 21 37 13 16 347 
 
2.  Describe the procedures for the collection, including: the statistical methodology for 
stratification and sample selection; the estimation procedure; the degree of accuracy 
needed for the purpose described in the justification; any unusual problems requiring 
specialized sampling procedures; and any use of periodic (less frequent than annual) data 
collection cycles to reduce burden. 
 
A random sample of commercial fishermen with reef fish and/or mackerel permits will be 
selected to report economic data, as described in Section B, response #1. 
 
Economic data will be collected in conjunction with the existing logbook program that collects 
information about catch by species per trip and fishing effort per trip (OMB control number 
0648-0016, expiration December 31, 2006).  Fishermen who are not selected to submit economic 
information will receive the existing logbook trip reporting form that does not request 
information about trip revenues and costs.  Fishermen who are selected to report economic 
information will receive the revised trip reporting form and will be instructed to submit 
economic information in addition to information about their catches and fishing effort. 
 
A separate form to collect information about annual revenues and costs will be mailed to selected 
fishermen in the spring of each year, with the timing established to take advantage of the 
availability of information about annual expenditures as recently compiled for end-of-year 
federal income tax purposes.  Trip reports about routine harvesting costs and annual reports will 
be submitted to the NMFS/SEFSC logbook program in Miami, Florida. 
 
Data will be used for descriptive and analytical purposes.  These uses include the estimation of 
average harvesting costs per boat per trip and total harvesting costs for all boats and all trips in 
the sampling universe.  The procedures for estimating average harvesting costs per trip are based 
on econometric analyses of costs in relation to gear used, duration of trip, number of crew, 
pounds landed, vessel length, and so forth.  The procedures used to estimate total harvesting 
costs expended by all boats in the sampling universe are based on equations available in 
statistical texts by Cochran3 and Thompson.4  These types of relationships are used in analyses of 
the effects of regulation on the profitability of fishing. 
 

                                                 

3    6 Cochran, William G.  1963.  Sampling Techniques, second edition.  John Wiley & Sons, Inc., New York, 413p. 

4    7 Thompson, Steven K.  1992.  Sampling.  John Wiley & Sons, Inc., New York, 343p. 
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3.   Describe the methods used to maximize response rates and to deal with nonresponse. 
The accuracy and reliability of the information collected must be shown to be adequate for 
the intended uses. For collections based on sampling, a special justification must be 
provided if they will not yield "reliable" data that can be generalized to the universe 
studied. 
 
Several steps have been taken to maximize response rates.  As mentioned in Section A, response 
#8, focus group meetings were held with commercial reef fish and mackerel fishermen to explain 
the need for economic data, to discuss our proposed method for collecting economic data and to 
obtain their input regarding the data collection program.  Additional focus group meetings are 
planned this year.  Also, outreach materials are being developed that will be distributed to 
participants selected in the reporting sample.  These documents will address fishermen’s 
concerns expressed at the focus group meetings, describe how cost and revenue data would be 
used in the fishery management process, and explain that data will be treated as confidential in 
accordance with NOAA Administrative Order 216-100, Confidential Fisheries Statistics.  It is 
expected that these measures will improve the reliability of the data collected. 
 
The data collection will be mandatory for those selected to report, and non-reporting boats could 
have their permits revoked.  This is a severe method of dealing with non-response, and we do not 
plan to invoke it unless non-response seriously jeopardizes the representativeness and 
applicability of the data for their intended use in analyses of proposed fishery regulations. 
 
4.  Describe any tests of procedures or methods to be undertaken. Tests are encouraged as 
effective means to refine collections, but if ten or more test respondents are involved OMB 
must give prior approval. 
 
The SEFSC will monitor and evaluate the economic data collection program to enhance the 
quality of data, and will modify data base design, scanning and processing procedures, and 
methods of quality control as needed. 
 
5.  Provide the name and telephone number of individuals consulted on the statistical 
aspects of the design, and the name of the agency unit, contractor(s), grantee(s), or other 
person(s) who will actually collect and/or analyze the information for the agency. 
 
James Waters, industry economist employed by the NMFS, identified the sampling universe to 
be studied and prepared the sampling design.5  Data will be collected in conjunction with the 
existing logbook data collection program, which is conducted from the NMFS Southeast 
Fisheries Science Center in Miami, Florida.6  Data will be used primarily in analyses of proposed 

                                                 

    8James R. Waters, National Marine Fisheries Service, Center for Coastal Fisheries and Habitat Research, 101 
Pivers Island Road, Beaufort, NC 28516.  Telephone: 252-728-8710. 

    9 National Marine Fisheries Service, Logbook Program, P.O. Box 491500, Key Biscayne, FL 33149-9916. 
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regulations by economists employed by the NMFS (e.g., Waters), the South Atlantic Fishery 
Management Council, and the Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council. 



 

Appendix A 
 

SEFSC Logbook Trip-Reporting Form for 2003 
 
 
Proposed Changes for 2005: 
 

• Remove price column from Catch Section 
 

• Add “Total Trip Revenues” to Trip Expense and Payment Section 
 



 

• 



 

 
 

Appendix B 
 

Annual Expenditures Form for 2002 
 
 

(The PRA Statement was included in the instructions to fishermen.) 



 

OMB 00648-0016 Expires 12/31/2006 

2003 ANNUAL EXPENDITURES 
 

 
FISHING ANNUAL EXPENDITURES 

(Please report expenses to the nearest dollar) 
 
1.  Types of fishing in 2003:     Bottom Fishing              Trolling        Chartering      Other    
2.  Tackle and Supply Expenses for all fishing                                                $       . 0 0  
     (including hooks, line, clips, weights, and other supplies)              
3.  Repair and Maintenance Expenses                                                           $        .    0 0  
     (include hull, engine, gear, electronics, safety equipment, etc.)          
 
4.  Does this include haulouts?             YES                       NO    
5.  Purchases of Gear & Capital                                                                      $       .     0 0  
    (include gear, engine, electronics, safety equipment, anchors, etc.)            
6.  Boat Dockage/Rent and Utility Expenses ii                                                $       .     0 0   
7.  Insurance:  Hull and P&I                                                                            $       .     0 0  
 
8.  Does this include hull insurance?       YES              NO    
9.  Does this include P&I insurance?       YES            NO    
10. Commercial Fishing Licenses & Permits                                                   $       .     0 0   
11. Boat Loan & Business Loan Payments                                                     $       . 0 0  
      (or share of business loan payments associated with this vessel)  

SHARE OF OTHER BUSINESS EXPENSES PAID BY VESSEL 
 
12. Business taxes paid by vessel  (include property and income taxes)       $       .     0 0   
13. Office Expenses (rent, accounting, legal, utilities, etc.)                             $       .     0 0  
 
14. Car and Truck Expenses                                                                           $       .     0 0  
      (Vehicle repair, maintenance, loan payments, lease expenses)                        
15. Other annual or one-time-only expenditures paid by vessel                     $       .     0 0  
     (include business travel expenses, health insurance, relocation expenses, etc.)  

END OF YEAR ACTIVITY REPORT 
 
16. Number of days this vessel was used for commercial fishing and chartering:   DAYS 
 
17. Vessel’s annual gross revenues from commercial and charter fishing     $       .     0 0  
 

Please return completed form to: 
National Marine Fisheries Service 

Logbook Program 
P.O. Box 491500 

Key Biscayne, FL  33149-9916 

Boat Registration or Vessel Documentation Number:            



 

Appendix C 
 

Proposed Revision to Annual Form 
 

(Some additional formatting needs to be made.) 



 

OMB 00648-0016 Expires xx/xx/xxxx 

2004 ANNUAL EXPENDITURES 
 

 
ANNUAL FISHING EXPENDITURES 

(Please report expenses to the nearest dollar) 
 
1.  Types of fishing in 2004:     Bottom Fishing              Trolling        Chartering      Other    
2.  Fuel and oil expenses                                                                               $       . 0 0  
3.  Tackle and fishing supplies                                                                     $       . 0 0  
     (including hooks, line, clips, weights, and other fishing supplies)              
4.  Bait, ice, food, boots, gloves, and other expenses                                    $                         . 0 0  
5.  Payments for hired captain and crew (shares, wages, etc.)                      $                                           . 0 0  
6.  Repair and maintenance expenses                                                           $        .    0 0  
     (include hull, engine, gear, electronics, safety equipment, etc.)          
 
7.  Does this include haulouts?             YES                       NO    
8.  Purchases of Gear & Capital                                                                      $       .     0 0  
    (include gear, engine, electronics, safety equipment, anchors, etc.)            
9.  Boat Dockage/Rent and Utility Expenses ii                                                $       .     0 0   
10.  Insurance:  Hull and P&I                                                                          $       .     0 0  
 
11.  Does this include hull insurance?     YES              NO    
12.  Does this include P&I insurance?     YES            NO    
13. Commercial Fishing Licenses & Permits                                                   $       .     0 0   
14. Boat Loan & Business Loan Payments                                                     $       . 0 0  
      (or share of business loan payments associated with this vessel)  

SHARE OF OTHER BUSINESS EXPENSES PAID BY VESSEL 
 
15. Business taxes paid by vessel  (include property and income taxes)       $       .     0 0   
16. Office Expenses (rent, accounting, legal, utilities, etc.)                             $       .     0 0  
 
17. Car and Truck Expenses                                                                           $       .     0 0  
      (Vehicle repair, maintenance, loan payments, lease expenses)                        
18. Other annual or one-time-only expenditures paid by vessel                     $       .     0 0  
     (include business travel expenses, health insurance, relocation expenses, etc.)  

END OF YEAR ACTIVITY REPORT 
 

19. Number of days this vessel was used for commercial fishing and chartering:    DAYS 
 
20. Vessel’s annual gross revenues from commercial and charter fishing     $       .     0 0  
 

 

Boat Registration or Vessel Documentation Number:            



 

Please return completed form to: 
National Marine Fisheries Service 

Logbook Program 
P.O. Box 491500 

Key Biscayne, FL  33149-9916 
 

I certify that the information contained on this form is accurate and complete to the best of my knowledge: 
 
Signature of person completing report __________________________________________ 
 
Printed name of person signing report  _________________________________   Phone Number (___)_________  
 
 
PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT STATEMENT:  
Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 30 minutes per response including 
the time for reviewing the instructions, searching the existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data 
needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information.  Send comments regarding this burden estimate 
or any other aspects of this burden to Robert Sadler, National Marine Fisheries Service, 9721 Executive Center 
Drive N., St. Petersburg, Florida 33702.  This reporting is required under and is authorized under 50 CFR 
622.5(a)(1)(v).  Information submitted will be treated as confidential in accordance with NOAA Administrative 
Order 216-100.  Notwithstanding any other provision of the law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall any 
person be subject to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information subject to the requirements of 
the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection displays a currently valid OMB Control Number.  The NMFS 
requires this information for the conservation and management of marine fishery resources.  These data will be used 
to evaluate the economic effects of proposed regulations in the fishery. 
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[skip to section 622.5]

§ 622.5  Recordkeeping and reporting.

Participants in fisheries governed in this part are required
to keep records and report as follows.

(a) Commercial vessel owners and operators--(1) Requirements
by species--(i) Coastal migratory pelagic fish.  The owner or
operator of a vessel that fishes for or lands coastal migratory
pelagic fish for sale in or from the Gulf, Mid-Atlantic, or South
Atlantic EEZ or adjoining state waters, or whose vessel is issued
a commercial permit for king or Spanish mackerel, as required
under § 622.4(a)(2)(iii) or (iv), who is selected to report by
the SRD, must maintain a fishing record on a form available from
the SRD and must submit such record as specified in paragraph
(a)(2) of this section.

(ii) Gulf reef fish.  The owner or operator of a vessel for
which a commercial permit for Gulf reef fish has been issued, as
required under § 622.4(a)(2)(v), or whose vessel fishes for or
lands reef fish in or from state waters adjoining the Gulf EEZ,
who is selected to report by the SRD must maintain a fishing
record on a form available from the SRD and must submit such
record as specified in paragraph (a)(2) of this section.

(A) Fish traps.  In addition to the other reporting
requirements in paragraph (a)(1)(ii) of this section, the owner
or operator of a vessel for which a fish trap endorsement has
been issued, as required under § 622.4(a)(2)(i), must comply with
the following requirements.

(1) Inspection.  The RA will establish a 1-month period for 
mandatory inspection of all fish trap gear, permits, and vessels.
The RA will provide written notification of the inspection period



to each owner of a vessel for which a fish trap endorsement has
been issued as required under § 622.4(a)(2)(i).  Each such owner
or operator must contact the Special Agent-in-Charge, NMFS,
Office of Enforcement, Southeast Region, St. Petersburg, FL (SAC)
or his designee by telephone (727-570-5344) to schedule an
inspection during the 1-month period.  Requests for inspection
must be made between 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Monday through
Friday and must be made at least 72 hours in advance of the
desired inspection date.  Inspections will be conducted Monday 
through Friday between 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. only.  On the
inspection date, the owner or operator must make all fish trap
gear with attached trap tags and buoys and all applicable permits
available for inspection on land.  Vessels must also be made
available for inspection as directed by the SAC or his designee.
Upon completion of the inspection and a determination that all
fish trap gear, permits, and vessels are in compliance, an owner
or operator may resume fishing with the lawful gear.  However, an
owner or operator who fails to comply with the inspection
requirements during the 1-month inspection period or during any
other random inspection may not use or possess a fish trap in the 
Gulf EEZ until the required inspection or reinspection, as
directed by the SAC, has been completed and all fish trap gear,
permits, and vessels are determined to be in compliance with all
applicable regulations.

(2) Trip reports.  For each fishing trip on which a fish
trap will be used or possessed, an owner or operator of a vessel
for which a fish trap endorsement has been issued, as required
under § 622.4(a)(2)(i), must submit a trip initiation report and
a trip termination report to the SAC or his designee, by
telephone, using the following 24-hour toll-free
number--800-305-0697.

(i) Trip initiation report.  The trip initiation report must
be submitted before beginning the trip and must include:  vessel
name; official number; number of traps to be deployed; sequence
of trap tag numbers; date, time, and point of departure; and
intended time and date of trip termination.

(ii) Trip termination report.  The trip termination report
must be submitted immediately upon returning to port and prior to
any offloading of catch or fish traps.  The trip termination
report must include:  vessel name; official number; name and
address of dealer where catch will be offloaded and sold; the
time offloading will begin; notification of any lost traps; and
notification of any traps left deployed for any reason.

(B) [Reserved]
(iii) Gulf shrimp.  The owner or operator of a vessel that

fishes for shrimp in the Gulf EEZ or in adjoining state waters,
or that lands shrimp in an adjoining state, must provide
information for any fishing trip, as requested by the SRD,
including, but not limited to, vessel identification, gear,
effort, amount of shrimp caught by species, shrimp condition



(heads on/heads off), fishing areas and depths, and person to
whom sold.

(iv) South Atlantic snapper-grouper.  (A) The owner or
operator of a vessel for which a commercial permit for South
Atlantic snapper-grouper has been issued, as required under §
622.4(a)(2)(vi), or whose vessel fishes for or lands South
Atlantic snapper-grouper in or from state waters adjoining the
South Atlantic EEZ, who is selected to report by the SRD must
maintain a fishing record on a form available from the SRD and
must submit such record as specified in paragraph (a)(2) of this
section.

(B) The wreckfish shareholder under § 622.15, or operator of
a vessel for which a commercial permit for wreckfish has been
issued, as required under § 622.4(a)(2)(vii), must maintain a
fishing record on a form available from the SRD and must submit
such record as specified in paragraph (a)(2) of this section.

(C) The wreckfish shareholder under § 622.15, or operator of
a vessel for which a commercial permit for wreckfish has been
issued, as required under § 622.4(a)(2)(vii), must make available
to an authorized officer upon request all records of offloadings,
purchases, or sales of wreckfish.

(v) South Atlantic golden crab.  The owner or operator of a
vessel for which a commercial permit for golden crab has been
issued, as required under § 622.4(a)(2)(x), who is selected to
report by the SRD must maintain a fishing record on a form
available from the SRD.
[The following paragraph, (vi), is effective on and after
9/24/04.]

(vi) Atlantic dolphin and wahoo.  The owner or operator of a
vessel for which a commercial permit for Atlantic dolphin and
wahoo has been issued, as required under § 622.4 (a)(2)(xii), or
whose vessel fishes for or lands Atlantic dolphin or wahoo in or
from state waters adjoining the Atlantic EEZ, who is selected to
report by the SRD must maintain a fishing record on a form
available from the SRD and must submit such record as specified
in paragraph (a)(2) of this section.

(2) Reporting deadlines.  (i)[The following sentence is
effective through 9/23/04.] Completed fishing records required by
paragraphs (a)(1)(i), (ii), and (iv) of this section must be
submitted to the SRD postmarked not later than 7 days after the
end of each fishing trip.[The following sentence is effective on
and after 9/24/04.]  Completed fishing records required by
paragraphs (a)(1)(i), (ii), (iv), and (vi) of this section must
be submitted to the SRD postmarked not later than 7 days after
the end of each fishing trip.  If no fishing occurred during a
calendar month, a report so stating must be submitted on one of
the forms postmarked not later than 7 days after the end of that
month.  Information to be reported is indicated on the form and
its accompanying instructions.

(ii) Reporting forms required in paragraph (a)(1)(v) of this



section must be submitted to the SRD postmarked not later than 30
days after sale of the golden crab offloaded from a trip.  If no
fishing occurred during a calendar month, a report so stating
must be submitted on one of the forms postmarked not later than 7
days after the end of that month.  Information to be reported is
indicated on the form and its accompanying instructions.

(b) Charter vessel/headboat owners and operators--[The
following paragraph, (1), is effective through 9/23/04.](1)
Coastal migratory pelagic fish, reef fish, and snapper-grouper. 
The owner or operator of a vessel for which a charter
vessel/headboat permit for Gulf coastal migratory pelagic fish,
South Atlantic coastal migratory pelagic fish, Gulf reef fish, or
South Atlantic snapper-grouper has been issued, as required under
§ 622.4(a)(1), or whose vessel fishes for or lands such coastal
migratory pelagic fish, reef fish, or snapper-grouper in or from
state waters adjoining the Gulf or South Atlantic EEZ, who is
selected to report by the SRD must maintain a fishing record for
each trip, or a portion of such trips as specified by the SRD, on
forms provided by the SRD and must submit such record as
specified in paragraph (b)(2) of this section.
[The following paragraph, (1), is effective on and after
9/24/04.](1) Coastal migratory pelagic fish, reef fish, snapper-
grouper, and Atlantic dolphin and wahoo.  The owner or operator
of a vessel for which a charter vessel/headboat permit for Gulf
coastal migratory pelagic fish, South Atlantic coastal migratory
pelagic fish, Gulf reef fish, South Atlantic snapper-grouper, or
Atlantic dolphin and wahoo has been issued, as required under §
622.4(a)(1), or whose vessel fishes for or lands such coastal
migratory pelagic fish, reef fish, snapper-grouper, or Atlantic
dolphin or wahoo in or from state waters adjoining the applicable
Gulf, South Atlantic, or Atlantic EEZ, who is selected to report
by the SRD must maintain a fishing record for each trip, or a
portion of such trips as specified by the SRD, on forms provided
by the SRD and must submit such record as specified in paragraph
(b)(2) of this section.

(2) Reporting deadlines--(i) Charter vessels.  Completed
fishing records required by paragraph (b)(1) of this section for
charter vessels must be submitted to the SRD weekly, postmarked
not later than 7 days after the end of each week (Sunday). 
Information to be reported is indicated on the form and its
accompanying instructions.

(ii) Headboats.  Completed fishing records required by
paragraph (b)(1) of this section for headboats must be submitted
to the SRD monthly and must either be made available to an
authorized statistical reporting agent or be postmarked not later
than 7 days after the end of each month.  Information to be
reported is indicated on the form and its accompanying
instructions.

(c) Dealers--(1) Coastal migratory pelagic fish.  (i) A
person who purchases coastal migratory pelagic fish from a



fishing vessel, or person, that fishes for or lands such fish in
or from the EEZ or adjoining state waters who is selected to
report by the SRD must submit information on forms provided by
the SRD.  This information must be submitted to the SRD at
monthly intervals, postmarked not later than 5 days after the end
of each month.  Reporting frequency and reporting deadlines may
be modified upon notification by the SRD.  If no coastal
migratory pelagic fish were received during a calendar month, a
report so stating must be submitted on one of the forms, in
accordance with the instructions on the form, and must be
postmarked not later than 5 days after the end of the month.  The
information to be reported is as follows:

(A) Dealer's or processor's name and address.
(B) County where fish were landed.
(C) Total poundage of each species received during that

month, or other requested interval.
(D) Average monthly price paid for each species.
(E) Proportion of total poundage landed by each gear type.
(ii) Alternate SRD.  For the purposes of paragraph (c)(1)(i)

of this section, in the states from New York through Virginia, or
in the waters off those states, "SRD" means the Science and
Research Director, Northeast Fisheries Science Center, NMFS (see
Table 1 of § 600.502 of this chapter), or a designee.

(2) Gulf red drum.  A dealers or processor who purchases red
drum harvested from the Gulf who is selected to report by the SRD
must report to the SRD such information as the SRD may request
and in the form and manner as the SRD may require.  The
information required to be submitted must include, but is not
limited to, the following:

(i) Dealer's or processor's name and address.
(ii) State and county where red drum were landed.
(iii) Total poundage of red drum received during the

reporting period, by each type of gear used for harvest.
(3) Gulf reef fish.  A person who purchases Gulf reef fish

from a fishing vessel, or person, that fishes for or lands such
fish in or from the EEZ or adjoining state waters must maintain
records and submit information as follows:

(i) A dealer must maintain at his/her principal place of
business a record of Gulf reef fish that he/she receives.  The
record must contain the name of each fishing vessel from which
reef fish were received and the date, species, and quantity of
each receipt.  A dealer must retain such record for at least 1
year after receipt date and must provide such record for
inspection upon the request of an authorized officer or the SRD.

(ii) When requested by the SRD, a dealer must provide
information from his/her record of Gulf reef fish received the
total poundage of each species received during the month, average
monthly price paid for each species by market size, and
proportion of total poundage landed by each gear type.  This
information must be provided on forms available from the SRD and



must be submitted to the SRD at monthly intervals, postmarked not
later than 5 days after the end of the month.  Reporting
frequency and reporting deadlines may be modified upon
notification by the SRD.  If no reef fish were received during a
calendar month, a report so stating must be submitted on one of
the forms, postmarked not later than 5 days after the end of the
month.

(iii) The operator of a car or truck that is used to pick up
from a fishing vessel reef fish harvested from the Gulf must
maintain a record containing the name of each fishing vessel from
which reef fish on the car or truck have been received.  The
vehicle operator must provide such record for inspection upon the
request of an authorized officer.

(4) Gulf shrimp.  A person who purchases shrimp from a
vessel, or person, that fishes for shrimp in the Gulf EEZ or in
adjoining state waters, or that lands shrimp in an adjoining
state, must provide the following information when requested by
the SRD:

(i) Name and official number of the vessel from which shrimp
were received or the name of the person from whom shrimp were
received, if received from other than a vessel.

(ii) Amount of shrimp received by species and size category
for each receipt.

(iii) Exvessel value, by species and size category, for each
receipt.

(5) South Atlantic snapper-grouper.  (i) A person who
purchases South Atlantic snapper-grouper that were harvested from
the EEZ or from adjoining state waters and who is selected to
report by the SRD and a dealer who has been issued a dealer
permit for wreckfish, as required under § 622.4(a)(4), must
provide information on receipts of South Atlantic snapper-grouper
and prices paid, by species, on forms available from the SRD. 
The required information must be submitted to the SRD at monthly
intervals, postmarked not later than 5 days after the end of the
month.  Reporting frequency and reporting deadlines may be
modified upon notification by the SRD.  If no South Atlantic
snapper-grouper were received during a calendar month, a report
so stating must be submitted on one of the forms, postmarked not
later than 5 days after the end of the month.  However, during
complete months encompassed by the wreckfish spawning-season
closure (that is, February and March), a wreckfish dealer is not
required to submit a report stating that no wreckfish were
received.

(ii) A dealer reporting South Atlantic snapper-grouper other
than wreckfish may submit the information required in paragraph
(c)(5)(i) of this section via facsimile (fax).

(iii) A dealer who has been issued a dealer permit for
wreckfish, as required under § 622.4(a)(4), must make available
to an authorized officer upon request all records of offloadings,
purchases, or sales of wreckfish.



(6) South Atlantic golden crab.  A dealer who receives from
a fishing vessel golden crab harvested from the South Atlantic
EEZ and who is selected by the SRD must provide information on
receipts of, and prices paid for, South Atlantic golden crab to
the SRD at monthly intervals, postmarked not later than 5 days
after the end of each month.  Reporting frequency and reporting
deadlines may be modified upon notification by the SRD.

(7) South Atlantic rock shrimp.  (i) A dealer who has been
issued a permit for rock shrimp, as required under § 622.4(a)(4),
and who is selected by the SRD must provide information on
receipts of rock shrimp and prices paid on forms available from
the SRD.  The required information must be submitted to the SRD
at monthly intervals postmarked not later than 5 days after the
end of each month.  Reporting frequencies and reporting deadlines
may be modified upon notification by the SRD.

(ii) On demand, a dealer who has been issued a dealer permit
for rock shrimp, as required under § 622.4(a)(4), must make
available to an authorized officer all records of offloadings,
purchases, or sales of rock shrimp.
[The following paragraph, (8), is effective on and after
9/24/04.]

(8) Atlantic dolphin and wahoo.  (i) A dealer who has been
issued a permit for Atlantic dolphin and wahoo, as required under
§ 622.4(a)(4), and who is selected by the SRD must provide
information on receipts of Atlantic dolphin and wahoo and prices
paid on forms available from the SRD.  The required information
must be submitted to the SRD at monthly intervals postmarked not
later than 5 days after the end of each month.  Reporting
frequencies and reporting deadlines may be modified upon
notification by the SRD.

(ii) For the purposes of paragraph (c)(8)(i) of this
section, in the states from Maine through Virginia, or in the
waters off those states, “SRD” means the Science and Research
Director, Northeast Fisheries Science Center, NMFS, (see Table 1
of § 600.502 of this chapter), or a designee.

(iii) On demand, a dealer who has been issued a dealer
permit for Atlantic dolphin and wahoo, as required under §
622.4(a)(4), must make available to an authorized officer all
records of offloadings, purchases, or sales of dolphin and wahoo.

(d) Individuals with coral or live rock permits.  (1) An
individual with a Federal allowable octocoral permit must submit
a report of harvest to the SRD.  Specific reporting requirements
will be provided with the permit.

(2) A person with a Federal aquacultured live rock permit
must report to the RA each deposition of material on a site. 
Such reports must be postmarked not later than 7 days after
deposition and must contain the following information:

(i) Permit number of site and date of deposit.
(ii) Geological origin of material deposited.
(iii) Amount of material deposited.



(iv) Source of material deposited, that is, where obtained,
if removed from another habitat, or from whom purchased.

(3) A person who takes aquacultured live rock must submit a
report of harvest to the RA.  Specific reporting requirements
will be provided with the permit.  This reporting requirement is
waived for aquacultured live rock that is landed in Florida.

(e) Additional data and inspection.  Additional data will be
collected by authorized statistical reporting agents and by
authorized officers.  A person who fishes for or possesses
species in or from the EEZ governed in this part is required to
make the applicable fish or parts thereof available for
inspection by the SRD or an authorized officer upon request.

(f) Commercial vessel, charter vessel, and headboat
inventory.  The owner or operator of a commercial vessel, charter
vessel, or headboat operating in a fishery governed in this part
who is not selected to report by the SRD under paragraph (a) or
(b) of this section must provide the following information when
interviewed by the SRD:

(1) Name and official number of vessel and permit number, if
applicable.

(2) Length and tonnage.
(3) Current home port.
(4) Fishing areas.
(5) Ports where fish were offloaded during the last year.
(6) Type and quantity of gear.
(7) Number of full- and part-time fishermen or crew members.
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no longer be treated as a non-market 
economy country (‘‘NME’’) under U.S. 
antidumping law. Among the more 
specific issues that would be taken up 
under this agenda would be structural 
characteristics of the Chinese economy 
that appear to be inconsistent with the 
normal experience of a market economy, 
as well as Chinese government policies 
and practices which have the potential 
to distort the market and U.S.-China 
trade. Examples of the types of 
structural issues envisioned for these 
discussions include China’s banking 
sector and state-owned enterprises, as 
well as central, provincial, and regional 
governmental policies such as tax 
incentives and other export promotion 
instruments. The Department is 
requesting public comment in advance 
of a public hearing that will be held on 
June 3, 2004, for the purpose of 
identifying relevant topics and issues 
for discussion in the working group. We 
encourage parties to limit their 
comments to factual information that 
supports the issue or topic raised. 

Persons wishing to comment should 
file a signed original and six copies of 
each set of comments by May 19, 2004. 
Comments should be limited to twenty 
pages. The Department will consider all 
comments received before the close of 
the comment period. Comments 
received after the end of the comment 
period will not be considered. The 
Department will not accept comments 
accompanied by a request that a part or 
all of the material be treated 
confidentially because of its business 
proprietary nature or for any other 
reason. The Department will return such 
comments and materials to the persons 
submitting the comments and will not 
consider them. All comments 
responding to this notice will be a 
matter of public record and will be 
available for public inspection and 
copying at Import Administration’s 
Central Records Unit, Room B–099, 
between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 5 
p.m. on business days. The Department 
requires that comments be submitted in 
written form, but also recommends 
submission of comments in electronic 
form to accompany the required paper 
copies. Comments filed in electronic 
form should be submitted either by e-
mail to the webmaster below, or on CD–
ROM, as comments submitted on 
diskettes are likely to be damaged by 
postal radiation treatment. Comments 
received in electronic form will be made 
available to the public in Portable 
Document Format (PDF) on the Internet 
at the import administration web site at 
the following address: http://
ia.ita.doc.gov/. Any questions 

concerning file formatting, document 
conversion, access on the Internet, or 
other electronic filing issues should be 
addressed to Andrew Lee Beller, Import 
Administration Webmaster, at (202) 
482–0866, email address: webmaster-
support@ita.doc.gov.

The public hearing on June 3, 2004, 
will be begin at 9 a.m. in the auditorium 
at the Department of Commerce, 14th 
Street and Constitution Ave, NW., 
Washington, DC 20230. Individual 
hearing presentations will be limited to 
five minutes, to allow for possible 
questions from the Chair and the panel. 
Additional time for oral presentations 
may be granted as time and the number 
of participants permit. Parties wishing 
to testify orally at the hearing must 
provide written comments (subject to 
the requirements described above) on 
which their testimony will be based, 
and must include with their comments 
a written notification of their intent to 
testify. 

All comments and submissions 
(including written notification of intent 
to testify) should be mailed to James J. 
Jochum, Assistant Secretary for Import 
Administration; Subject: Public 
Hearings on U.S.-China Joint 
Commission on Commerce and Trade 
Working Group on Structural Issues; 
Room 1870, U.S. Department of 
Commerce, 14th Street and Constitution 
Avenue, NW., Washington, DC, by no 
later than 5 p.m., May 19, 2004. The 
notification should include (1) the name 
of the person presenting the testimony, 
their address and telephone number; (2) 
the organization or company they are 
representing, if appropriate; and (3) if 
applicable, any request for an extension 
of the time limitation on the oral 
presentation. In addition, please send a 
copy of this notification via facsimile to 
Lawrence Norton and Anthony Hill at 
(202) 482–501–1377.

Dated: April 28, 2004. 
James J. Jochum, 
Assistant Secretary for Import 
Administration.
[FR Doc. 04–10053 Filed 4–30–04; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3510–DS–P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration

[I.D. 042704A]

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; Southeast Region 
Logbook Family of Forms

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, 
Public Law 104–13 (44 U.S.C. 
3506(c)(2)(A)).

DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before July 2, 2004.
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Diana Hynek, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6625, 
14th and Constitution Avenue, NW, 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via e-mail at 
dHynek@doc.gov).
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Jim Waters, Department of 
Commerce, NOAA, National Marine 
Fisheries Service, 101 Pivers Island 
Road, Beaufort, NC 28516–9722, (252–
728–8710).
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Abstract

The National Marine Fisheries Service 
(NMFS) proposes to collect information 
about vessel expenses and earnings in 
the Gulf of Mexico reef fish and coastal 
pelagic (mackerel) fisheries with which 
to conduct economic analyses that will 
improve fishery management in those 
fisheries; will satisfy NMFS’ legal 
mandates under Executive Order 12866, 
the Magnuson-Steven Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act 
(U.S.C. 1801 et seq.), the Regulatory 
Flexibility Act, the Endangered Species 
Act, and the National Environmental 
Policy Act; and will quantify 
achievement of the performances 
measures in the NMFS Strategic 
Operating Plans. These data will be 
collected in conjunction with catch and 
effort data already being collected in 
this fishery as part of its logbook 
program, and will be used to assess how 
fishermen will be impacted by and 
respond to regulations likely to be 
considered by fishery managers.

II. Method of Collection

Owners of selected vessels with 
Federal commercial permits in the Gulf 
of Mexico reef fish and coastal pelagics 
fisheries will be required to report 
information about trip costs, input 
usage, input prices, and dockside prices 
as part of the logbook reporting 
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requirements in this fishery. In addition, 
these vessel owners will be required to 
complete and submit by mail a separate 
form about annual fixed cost 
information such as expenditures for 
repair and maintenance, gear purchase 
and repair, fishing licenses and permits, 
insurance, dock fees, repayment on boat 
and business loans, office expenses and 
so forth.

III. Data

OMB Number: 0648–0016.
Form Number: None.
Type of Review: Regular submission.
Affected Public: Business and other 

for-profit organizations.
Estimated Number of Respondents: 

350.
Estimated Time Per Response: 10 

minutes per trip report; and 30 minutes 
for the annual fixed-cost survey.

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 1,400.

Estimated Total Annual Cost to 
Public: $0.

IV. Request for Comments

Comments are invited on: (a) whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information has practical 
utility; (b) the accuracy of the agency’s 
estimate of the burden (including hours 
and cost) of the proposed collection of 
information; (c) ways to enhance the 
quality, utility, and clarity of the 
information to be collected; and (d) 
ways to minimize the collection of 
information burden on respondents 
through the use of automated collection 
techniques or other forms of information 
technology.

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record.

Dated: April 23, 2004.

Gwellnar Banks,
Management Analyst, Office of the Chief 
Information Officer.
[FR Doc. 04–10004 Filed 4–30–04; 8:45 am]

BILLING CODE 3510–22–S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration

[I.D. 042704C]

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; Small-Craft Facility 
Questionnaire

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, 
Public Law 104–13 (44 U.S.C. 
3506(c)(2)(A)).
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before July 2, 2004.
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Diana Hynek, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6625, 
14th and Constitution Avenue, NW, 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via e-mail at 
dHynek@doc.gov).
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Lyn Preston, N/CS26, Station 
7350, 1315 East West Highway, Silver 
Spring, MD 20910–3282 (301.713.2737 
x123).
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Abstract
NOAA’s National Ocean Service 

produces nautical charts to ensure safe 
navigation. Small-craft charts are 
designed for recreational boaters and 
include information on local marina 
facilities and the services they provide 
(fuel, repairs, etc.). NOAA must collect 
information to update the charts.

II. Method of Collection
A web-based utility has been created 

that facilitates the voluntary submission 
of user (facility owner/operator) data for 
available marina services.

III. Data
OMB Number: 0648–0021.
Form Number: None.
Type of Review: Regular submission.
Affected Public: Businesses and other 

for-profit organizations (small-craft 
facilities or marinas).

Estimated Number of Respondents: 
1,600.

Estimated Time Per Response: 10 
minutes.

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 230.

Estimated Total Annual Cost to 
Public: $0.

IV. Request for Comments
Comments are invited on: (a) whether 

the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information has practical 
utility; (b) the accuracy of the agency’s 
estimate of the burden (including hours 
and cost) of the proposed collection of 
information; (c) ways to enhance the 
quality, utility, and clarity of the 
information to be collected; and (d) 
ways to minimize the collection of 
information burden on respondents 
through the use of automated collection 
techniques or other forms of information 
technology.

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record.

Dated: April 23, 2004.
Gwellnar Banks,
Management Analyst, Office of the Chief 
Information Officer.
[FR Doc. 04–10006 Filed 4–30–04; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510–JE–S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration

[I.D. 042704F]

Magnuson-Stevens Act Provisions; 
General Provisions for Domestic 
Fisheries; Application for Exempted 
Fishing Permits (EFPs)

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Department of Commerce.
ACTION: Notification of a proposal for 
EFPs to conduct experimental fishing; 
request for comments.

SUMMARY: The Assistant Regional 
Administrator for Sustainable Fisheries, 
Northeast Region, NMFS (Assistant 
Regional Administrator) has made a 
preliminary determination that the 
subject EFP application contains all the 
required information and warrants 
further consideration. The Assistant 
Regional Administrator has also made a 
preliminary determination that the 
activities authorized under the EFP 
would be consistent with the goals and 
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